P-39K/N WEEKEND

edition

intro

The P-39 Airacobra was developed by the Bell Aircraft Corporation in Buffalo, New York in the late 30's. The first XP-39
prototype had its maiden flight on April the 6th, 1939 in Dayton, where it reached a maximum speed of 628 km/h at 6100 m,
climbing to that heightin only 5 minutes. The XP-39 had a very good flight performance, and specifically, good manoeuvrability
thanks its original concept of airframe, with its Alison V-1710-17 1150 HP supercharged engine located in its centre of gravity.
This engine location also gave the aircraft a long, slim nose well suited for installation of a powerful weapon. The USAAF
ordered a test series of 12 YP-39s on April the 27th, but before the series was finished the project was significantly changed.
Because of supercharger troubles, the original engine was replaced by a less powerful Alison V-1710-37 without
a supercharger, and just 1090 HP. The YP-39 had an engine-axis Oldsmobile T-9 cal. 37 mm cannon, two .50 calibre (12.7 mm)
machine guns and two .30 calibre (7.62 mm) machine guns mounted in the nose. The pilot seat got some armour, but the weight
was increased to 3160 kg against 2820 kg of the prototype. Because of these changes the maximum speed was decreased to
590 km/h and climb to 6100 m now took 7.5 minutes. Although the excellent prototype flight performances were decreased, the
Air force didn't loose interest and ordered 80 production P-39Cs. The first 20 of these were supplied as standard P-39Cs and
the remaining 60 were finished as P-39Ds, with the two .30 calibre (7.62 mm) machine guns moved to the wings and two more
.30 calibre (7.62 mm) machine guns were added to the same location. The USAAF received its first P-39Ds in February 1941,
and the next order for 344 P-39D's was placed at this time.

The British RAF ordered 675 P-39's in April 1940. British Airacobra Mk.I's were produced in P-39D standard, but with the
engine-axis canon replaced with a British Hispano M1 20 mm cannon and the wing machine guns were replaced with 7.7 mm
Browning's. The first Airacobra Mk.I's were received in July 1941, but the RAF was disappointed, when it was found that they
were not suitable for service in the European war theatre. In October 1941 four Mk.I's were tested by No. 601 Squadron in the
ground attack role over occupied France, Airacobras were withdrawn from service and 212 RAF Airacobra Mk.I's were send
to Soviet Union.

When the USA came into the war, the USAAF confiscated 179 Airacobras from the British order on the production line. They
were re-designated P-400, and served in the Pacific. All P-400's have 12 exhaust pipes on each side of the engine, and this was
the major difference from the P-39D series. The next block of aircraft, also with 12 exhaust pipes, were 229 aircraft of the P-39F
series, and after them came the P-39K series (210 aircraft), P-39L (250 aircraft), P-39M (240 aircraft) and P-39N (2095 aircraft).
All these four series were very similar, using various engines, propellers and other equipment. The final version was the P-39Q
with an Allison V-1710-85 engine (1420 HP), and the main difference was the installation of two .50 calibre (12.7 mm) machine
guns in under-wing pods instead of the four .30 calibre (7.62 mm) wing mounted machine guns in the older series. Most of the
4905 Q series aircraft were sent to Soviet Union. Production was ceased in August 1944, after the final Airacobra, number
9558, was finished.

The USAAF employed Airacobras extensively until August 1944, when they were withdrawn from front line service. The
USAAF used the largest number of Airacobras, 2105 of all types, in February 1944. They served in the Pacific theatre, as well
as in North Africa and Italy.

In total 4758 Airacobras were sent to Russia (actually 4924, but 166 aircraft were lost during transport) where they were very
popular for their solid metal airframe and heavy weapons. The French Air Force had 165 Airacobras, and P-39's also served
with the Australian RAAF, the Italian AF and the Portuguese AF. After the war a number of Airacobras were employed in civilian
service and used for air races.

uvodem

P-39 Airacobra byl vyvinut spole¢nosti Bell Aircraft Corp. z Buffala ve druhé poloviné tficatych let. Prototyp XP-39 absolvoval
svUj prvni let 6.4.1939 v Daytonu, kde dosahl maximalni rychlosti 628 km/h ve vySce 6100 m. Na tuto vysku vystoupal
za pouhych 5 minut. XP-39 mel velmi dobré letové viastnosti, mimo jiné i diky své originalni konstrukci, kdy turbokompresorem
vybaveny motor Alison V-1710-17 o vykonu 1150 k byl umistén v t&zisti letounu, v trupu za kabinou. Toto umisténi motoru také
uvolnilo pfid pro instalaci silné vyzbroje. 27.dubna USAF objednalo zku$ebni sérii 12 YP-39, ale pred jejim dokoncenim byl
projekt vyznamné upraven. Pro potize s turbokompresorem byl plvodni motor nahrazen motorem Alison V-1710-37 bez
turbokompresoru, davajicim jen 1090 k. Mezi bloky valct byl namontovan kanon Oldsmobile T-9 réZe 37 mm, stfilejici dutou
hrideli vrtule, do pfidé byly instalovany dva kulomety raze 12,7 mm a dvaraze 7,7 mm. Pilotovo sedadlo dostalo pancéfovani,
ale hmotnost vzrostla na 3160 kg oproti 2820 kg prototypu. Rychlost poklesla na 590 km/h a vystup na 6100 m nyni trval 7,5
minuty. PfestoZze vykony stroje poklesly, USAAF neztratilo zajem a objednalo 80 produkénich P-39C. Z nich bylo
20 dodano skutec¢né jako P-39C, zbylych 60 pak bylo upraveno na standard verze D, se dvéma kulomety raze 12,7 mm v pfidi
a Etyfmi kulomety rédze 7,62 mm instalovanymi v kfidle. USAAF dostalo své prvni P-39D v Unoru 1941 a objednalo dasich 344
kusu. Britové v dubnu 1940 objednali 675 Airacober. Byly dodany v ¢ervnu 1941. Odpovidaly verzi D upravené podle britskych
pozadavkud. Kanon Oldsmobile byl nahrazen kanonem Hispano M1 raze 20 mm, a kfidelni kulomety byly britské Browning raze
7,7 mm. RAF testovalo ¢tyfi Airacobry Mk.1 v bojovych podminkach u 601. squadrony v fijnu 1941(kde si je vyzkou$eli i néktefi
¢s.piloti), ale byli zklamani jejich vykony. Zbylych 212 Airacober Mk.I pak bylo poslano do Ruska a prfedano sovétskému
letectvu.

Po vstupu USA do valky, 179 britskych Airacober bylo zkonfiskovano na vyrobni lince. Stroje byly oznaceny P-400 a bojovaly
vétsinou v Pacifiku. V§echny P-400 mély 12 vyfukovych natrubk( na kazdé strané motoru, coz je jejich hlavni rozliSovaci znak
od P-39D.V dodavkach nasledoval blok 229 letadel verze P-39F, také s 12 vyfukovymi natrubky, po ném pak verze P-39K (210
letadel), P-39L (250 letadel), P-39M (240 letadel) a velky blok 2095 letadel verze P-39N. V8echny &tyfi tyto série si byly velmi
podobné, pouzivaly rizné motory, vrtule a dal$i vybaveni. Posledni a nejrozsifenéjsi verzi byla verze P-39Q, vybavena
motorem Alison V-1710-85 o vykonu 1420 k. Jeji nejvétsim vnéjSim rozdilem oproti pfedchozim verzim bylo nahrazeni ¢ty
kridelnich kulomett dvéma kulomety raze 12,7 mm, instalovanych v gondolach pod kfidly. Vétsina z 4905 P-39Q byla dodana
do Sovétského svazu. Produkce byla ukonéena v srpnu 1944 po dokonéeni posledni, 9558. Airacobry.

USAAF pouzivalo Airacobry v prvni linii do srpna 1944, kdy byly staZzeny z frontové sluzby. Nejvice Airacober, celkem 2105
letadel vSech verzi, mélo USAAF ve sluzbé v inoru 1944. Slouzily v Pacifiku, v severni Africe, Italiii na domacich zakladnach.

Celkem 4758 (4924, ale 166 bylo ztraceno béhem prepravy) Airacober bylo dodano Sovétskému svazu. V sovétském
letectvu byly Airacobry velmi popularni pro jejich robustni konstrukci a silnou vyzbroj. Francouzské letecvo mélo 165 Airacober
riznych verzi, a P-39 byly v mensich poctech pouzivany i letectvy Australie, Italie a Portugalska. Jeden kus se po vélce
vyskytoval i v polském letectvu. Po valce byla fada Airacober pouzivana v civilnich sluzbach , mimo jiné jako zavodni stroje.
Jednu z nich vlastnil napf. Miro Slovak. 84161 - NAV1
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ATTENTION  * UPOZORNENI  * ACHTUNG  * ATTENTION

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well
ventilated room. Keep out of reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the
head.

Pred zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobfe vétrané mistnosti.
Lepidla ani barvy nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych
dila.

Vor dem Zusammenbau die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farben nicht in der Nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden
und fur eine ausreichende Beluftung sorgen. Den Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Vermeiden Sie, dass Kinder Bauteile
inden Mund nehmen oder sich Plastikttiten ber den Kopf ziehen.

lire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d"assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture @ proximité d’une flamme
nue, et aérer la piece de temps en temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas age. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en
bouche ou sucer les piéces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur la teté.
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OPTIONAL BEND OPEN HOLE SYMETRICAL ASSEMBLY REMOVE REVERSE SIDE
VOLBA OHNOUT VYVRTAT OTVOR SYMETRICKA MONTAZ ODRIZNOUT oTOoCIT
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Capt. Hilbert ved| 15. srpna 1943 formaci Airacober 4 1st Fighter Squadron proti japonskému naletu na zakladnu Tsili Tsili. | pfes
selhani zaméfovade se mu podafilo zasdhnout nékolik Utoéicich bombardérd, av8ak po wvystiileni vedkeré munice
a s vyéerpanym palivem byl pfi ndvratu na zakladnu zastizen japonskymi stihadi a sestfelen. Po navratu k 4st FS obdrzel stroj
42-18805. Na stroji Capt. Hilberta bylo vysostné oznaéeni bilymi hvézdami v modrém kruhu jiz doplnéno o bilé obdélniky. Tato
zména byla oficialné zavedena k 28. €ervnu 1943. Virchol smérovky a vrtulovy kuZel jsou ve Zluté barvé, coz bylo oznadeni stroji
41stFighter Squadron. Natér ocasnich ploch a nabéznych hran jednomotorovych stihacek bilou barvou byl zaveden u 5. letecké
armady USAAF v 18té roku 1943 jako prvek rychlého rozpoznani vlastnich letadel. V nékterych pfipadech zlstalo pouze u natéru
ocasnich ploch, jako v pfipadé tohoto stroje. Z letounu byly odstran&ny kryty hlavniho podvozku.
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Lt. Wiliam McDonough dosahl dne 6. tnora 1943, b&hem letecké hitvy nad Wau, s timto letounem dva jisté a jeden
pravdépodobny sestiel stihadek Ki-43 Oscar. Dalsi tfi sestfely mu byly uznany zagatkem roku 1944, uz po pfezbrojeni 35th
FG na stihadky typu P-47 Thunderbolt. William McDonough zahynul pfi nebojovém letu, kdyZ jeho P-47 Thunderbolt dne
22. dubna 1944 selhal motor. Stalo se tak po ukonéeni bojového turnusu a pfi éekani na navrat do USA. Stroj Lt. McDonougha
nesl standardni kamuflaz Airacober, horni a boéni plochy nastfikané barvou Olive Drab. spodni plochy barvou Neutral Grey.
Stroje 40th Fighter Squadron mély vrtulové kuZely a vrchol smérovky natfeny Gervenou barvou, v pfipadé teto Airacobry
je pravdépodobné, Ze vrchol smérovky zlstal v olivové barvé. Z letounu byly odstranény kryty hlavniho podvozku.
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